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Jacqueline H. Rogers
Secretary, DHCD

January 9, 1989

Carol Ebright

Division of Archaeology
Maryland Geological Survey
2300 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, MD 21218

Dear Carol:

Sorry to have taken so long in sending the enclosed information on the
Ryder family who owned the land that the Higgins site is located upon. I have
enclosed the first page of the May 5 interview for reference purposes and the
section of the interview pertaining to Jim Harman’'s recollections of the Ryder
family. Jim Harman‘s phone number is 850-8526 should you have follow-up
questions.

I look forward to receiving a copy of your report for the JPPM library and
thank you for offering to send a copy. It will be a most significant
contribution to Maryland archaeology.

Sincerely yours, .

Hayne E. Clark
Museum Director

WEC:njb
Enclosure

cc: Jim Harman

Morgloedd

Department of Housing /and Community Development
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, S.R.2, Box 50A, St. Leonard, Maryland 20685 (301) 586-0050
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‘concrete for house construction. T e¥ sold bank run gravel. After

Anne Arundel County 0Oral History>Project.
Interview II with Jim Harman. Notes by Wayne Clark

May S, 1988, Intekview_ conducted at JH house in Hanover,
Maryland. : : . : - s

JH stated that he use to visit St. Mary’'s County in the 12207 s.
He ' remembers that much of the fieldwork . was. done by black
workaers. The farms. of that period wetre mastlyY.SO acres 10 area
with some as large as 200 acres. The hands were paid only a
dollar a day and they had to take the pay as no other jobs
exizted until the navy bases were established after WWII. The
first base was at Indian Head which paid the wonderful fee of a
dollar an  hour. You could tell those blacks who worked at the
base by their packerts or cadillacs next to their traditional one
to tftour room houses. : :

JH used to go to California in 3St. Mary’'s County and then over
to the Fatuxent to the Seven Cables Hotel which was on an island.
He began going here to work in 1228 arnd was present when a
northeaster hit. The storm tide was so high that it washed away
the caussway connecting the island to the mainland. JH's father
had to come down to wade oult over Causeway 1n walst high water.
It had rained for I days and 3 nights and had amazingly high
tidal surge. JH thinks this might have been prior to the 1933

.. storm. JH worked at the Seven Gable Hotel for a dollar a daK as ‘a
Y rarpenter. He was related to the Rykerifamily who ran the ho

tel.
He was a carpenter apgrintice who helped build houses during the
summer of 1928 and 19229. . . I

I asked JH for clarification about the gravel operations on
Charly’'s Hill. He stated that the gravel operation was started by
the Reich brothers who owned land adjoining Charley Smiths land.
As their gravel pit expanded it extended onto Great Uncle
Charley’'s land. When he found'ou%, he and Great Aunt Miriam sued
the Reich borthers for damages. After a successful settlement
Uncle Charley allowed the Reich brothers to continue the grave
removal operations for a fee. The Reich brothers had a teamlo+

" horses prior to 1928 that they would bring .every day from their.

operations in Catonsville., 7T EK had a team of mules, a pair that
would pull a scoop that would old part of (1/3) of a vyard: of
s0il with each pass. They could dump the load were ever they
wanted. They also back graded to fravide ramps. Gravel mining. at
that time was just plain, hard work. The"Arundel Corporation did
not—exist ine-the—19220's so the sold their gravel to make-
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~ " JH stated that Margaret Disney told" him  that she used to'
gather American Chestnuts on Char{ey

'SxHi}llP*i?P'tP the Chestnut
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" Jim Harman Interview Iheee, May 5, 1988, part II1.

I asked JH about the name and information about the families
on the east side of the Fenn Central Railroad along Kitten
Branch. He stated that the Ryder family owned a home in this
aregas opposite the Clark/Smith homeplace. ¥hey had & large farm
that JH  remembers well. It had two houses, one new and one very

- old. The old house was built from granite stones brought to the
area from Baltimore. The house had two huge rooms downstairs
with a stairway leading to two rooms upstairs. The cellar was
wet and had a spring.in it with a brick floor. JH remembers two
cld ladies who owned and-lived in the house, Miss. - RBecky Ryder.
They had a nice farm with two barns, & spring house of granite
. stone, a smoke house that was  very large for the area(léouid
feet). JH speculated that they must have been in the meat
business at one time to justify such a large smoke house. The
smoke house had hooks 1in the rafters to hang the meat on. The
smoke house had a fireplace outside and a chimney inside. They
could kill 47 hogs and  hang them to smoke in the smoke house.
They alsc had & carrage shed, -barn complex and a  second house,
all located to the south of Kitten Branch in the ‘area of the
Higgins site(lf An....). The Ryders were buried in their front
vard S0 feet from  the house in  the family cemetary. The
gravestones in the cemetary dated from the 18th and 1%th century.
They moved the bodies in the cemetary to Meadowridge in 194&. The

Fyder s stone house was the finest in the area. - Lee Rvder lived
in the house. His mother was & Harman and was The same age of
JH s mother). The Ryder’'s also had a pickers shanty and were
invelved in truck farming. The story and a half picker shanty

was located on the hill where the pedestrian overpass Crossing
tor the Weshinghouse parking lot is now located. JH stated that
the men were placed upstairs and the woman were  placed
downstairs. This was a woodframe building with ne basement and a
tieldstone toundatian. JH stated that the spring house at Kitten
E nch Ffar the fyder Farm was beautiful. The farm was torn down
Frer the property was puwrochased as part of the creation of the
AL PEOrY., .

Un the northern side of Hitten Branch and east of the railroad
track was the hamlet of cmernanville. This little town had four
houses in the ZOth century prior to its demise in 1945 when
cconstructlion of the Baltimore-Washington Farkway closed off the
road to  the community, thus resulting in its abandonment. The
Fegple who lived in this town worked +for  the Fennsylvania
“aillroad. Mr-. Smith, who was the superindendent of the track
aarg. had 90 peoplie working forr him(JdH sai what once toak S50
people to do is now done with one million dollar NAGHINE e WLLES v o
tenants LiV%qi%Qw@n§%$gq@@hgqsﬂ@whm@@@%&—wamw*t*@uh,..
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